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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES (BGS) 
 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
 
The Children and Families Program is a Bachelor of General Studies Degree.  This program is a four-year degree 
program without Elementary teaching certification, designed for students who wish to pursue careers in child care 
centers, as teachers or administrators or in other work with children and families.  The 2 + 2 Children and 
Families BGS Program is designed to combine selected two-year community college associate degree programs 
with two years of coursework at The University of Michigan-Dearborn.  The associate degrees eligible for this 
program are covered by articulation agreements between the community college and the University of Michigan-
Dearborn, School of Education, or are accepted with permission of the Children and Families Program Advisor. 
 
 Coursework at Community College (61-62 credit hours) 
  

Credits earned to complete designated community college associate degrees will be accepted for the UM-
D BGS degree as lower division credits (up to a maximum of 62 hours).  Courses not applied toward 
meeting BGS distribution requirements or program prerequisites will be utilized as elective courses or 
general credit toward the Children and Families BGS degree. (Examples of the variety of community 
college associate degrees that could be appropriate for this 2 + 2 program are: Applied Health, Criminal 
Justice, Early Child Care and Development, General Business, Mental Health, etc.) 
 
Courses to be taken at UM-D (58-60 credit hours) 
 
Students must complete at least 48 hours in courses numbered 300 or above.  Of the 48 hours, at least 21 
hours must be in the School of Education.  These courses must be distributed such that three areas of 
focus are developed including: (1) 25+ hours in the School of Education Child Studies (Area I); (2) 15 
hours in the Behavioral Studies (Area II); and (3) 12 hours in an Elective Area (Area III) to be chosen by 
the student with the approval of the advisor.  A minimum of 12 upper level hours in Child Studies (Area 
I) and 9 upper level hours in Behavioral Studies (Area II) must be earned at UM-D. 
 
The remaining coursework at UM-D (to total the required 58-60) will be elected from either lower or 
upper division courses.  These can be used to complete distribution requirements, meet specific 
prerequisites, meet requirements and strengthen background in the Child Studies focus area, etc. 
 
In order to complete the program students must have a GPA of 2.5 overall, 2.5 in Child Studies (Area I) 
and 2.5 in Behavioral Studies (Area II).  At least a 2.0 grade point average must be earned in the Elective 
Area (Area III).  A total of 120 credit hours is necessary to complete the program. 

 
 The student will elect courses in three areas of study, as follows: 
 
 Area I  Child Studies       (25-40 hrs.) 
 
 Area II  Behavioral Science      (15+ hrs.) 
 
 Area III  Elective Area       (12+ hrs.) 
   *Selected with advisor approval from:      
 
  Anthropology English Political Science   
  Business French Psychology 
  Communication German Social Studies 
  Computer Information Science Health & Policy  StudiesSociology 
  **Education  Mathematics Spanish 
                                                       (highly recommended)  Natural Science Women’s Studies 
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    *The student may select an alternative third area of study (i.e., one which is not listed above) if  
       approved by the Children and Families Program Advisor. 
 
  **If the Education area is selected as the third area of study the following courses may not be  
      elected: 
 
   ED D452 Methods in Teaching Math K-8 
   ED D467 Practicum in Reading Instruction 
   ED D468 Teaching Reading & Language Arts 
   ED D471 Reading Instruction: Models and Methods 
   ED D485 Teaching Science Elementary Grades 
   ED D495 Social Studies Elementary Grades 
 
 ADDITIONAL DISTRIBUTION REQUIREMENTS FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES (BGS) 
 
 The following categories must be represented as part of the 58+ hours required to be taken at UM-D. 
 
 Human Development (2-3 hrs.)  *To be chosen from: 
 
 ED C302  Adolescent Development    (3) 
 ED C440  The Child: Birth to Three    (3) 
 ED D419  Early Literacy and Language Development (2) 
 ANTH 415  Nutrition and Health    (3)  
 PSYC 300  Life-Span Developmental Psychology  (3) 
 PSYC 315  Personality Development    (3) 
 PSYC 404  Parent Child Relations     (3) 
 PSYC 405/SOC 443 Gender Roles      (3) 
 PSYC 442  Child Psychopathology    (3) 
 PSYC 450  Personality Theory    (3) 
 
 Cultural Diversity (3+ hrs.)  *To be chosen from: 
 
 EXPS 410  Multiculturalism in School and Society  (3) 
 ANTH 409  Growth, Ecology & Evolution   (3) 
 ANTH 421  Education and Culture    (3) 
 ANTH 425  Language and Society    (3) 
 ANTH 482  Psychological Anthropology   (3) 
 PSYC 321  Attitudes and Social Behavior   (3) 
 PSYC 322  Psychology of Prejudice    (3) 
 SOC 350  Sociology of Poverty    (3) 
 SOC 382/PSYC 320 Social Psychology    (3) 
 SOC 403  Minority Groups      (3) 
 SOC 423  American Social Classes    (3) 
 
 Child Welfare (2+ hrs.)  *To be chosen from: 
 
 ED B421  Current Issues in Early Education   (2) 
 SOC 477  Introduction to Social Welfare   (3) 
 SOC 478  Sociology/Social Work Internship   (3) 
 SOC 482  Methods: Social Work Practicum   (3) 
  
 *Other courses may be substituted with written permission of Children and Families Advisor. 
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 CHILD STUDIES (Area I)      25-40 hrs.    GPA required 2.5 
 
 Required: 
 
 a.           *ED C340 Psychology of Child Development (3) 

     **ED C341 Practicum in Child Development   (1) 
    ED C414 Early Childhood Education Special Needs  (2) 
    OR ED C460 Educating the Exceptional Child    (3) 
     ***ED D406 Teaching Strategies for Early Childhood Educ. (3) 
     ***ED D410 Practicum: Strategies in Early Childhood Educ. (1) 
     ***ED D412 Seminar in Early Childhood Education  (2) 
           ***ED D418 Children and Families Internship   (4) 
     OR***ED D411 Directed Teaching: Early Childhood  (4) 
    ED C442  Early Childhood: Family/School/Community  (2) 
     Collaboration   
 
       *C340 waived if transfer credit at lower levels granted.  However, if waived, ED C440, The Child: Birth to  
    Three, must be elected in Behavioral Studies (Area II). 
 
     **ED C341 waived for those employed as teachers of young children (e.g., Head Start, day care). 
    
   ***Permission of instructor required.  Satisfactory grade required. 
 
 Students interested in teaching in preschools, Head Start or child care programs must elect ED D411  
 Directed Teaching: Early Childhood.  Transcripts will read Children and Families: Early Childhood.   
 Students interested in working with children and families in agencies must elect ED D418 Children and  
 Families Internship.  Transcripts will read Children and Families: Family Support. 
 
 CHILD STUDIES (Area I) – Cont’d    25-40 hrs.    GPA required 2.5 
 

b. Electives: 
 
ED B421   Current Issues in Early Education (2) 
ED B422  Administration of the Early Childhood Program (2) 
ED C300  Educational Psychology    (3) 
ED C301  Practicum in Educational Psychology   (1) 
ED C410  Development of Peer/Social Relationships   (2) 
ED C412  Positive Guidance Techniques   (2) 
ED C431   Constructivist Education    (2) 
ED C445  Developmental Assessment of the Young Child  (2) 
ED C446  Cognition and Memory Development in Children (2) 
ED D416  Workshop: Creative Teaching In Early Childhood (2) 
ED D419  Early Literacy and Language Development (2) 
ED D427  Workshop: Art in Elementary School  (2) 
ED D433   Practicum in Early Childhood Special Education (1) 
ED D446  Family-Centered Intervention Strategies for Early  (2) 
   Childhood Special Education     
LIB SCI 465  Children’s Literature    (3) 
 
Other School of Education courses may be substituted with written permission of Children and Families 
Advisor. 
 

  Note: A mimimum of 12 upper level (300+) hours earned at UM-D required in Child Studies (Area I). 
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 BEHAVIORAL STUDIES (Area II)    15+ hrs. 
 

a. Required: 
ED C440 Child: Birth to Three must be elected if ED C340 Psychology of Child Development is transferred. 
 
Soc. 445 The Family or Soc. 446 Marriage and Family Problems is required, unless a lower division transfer 
course is approved as a substitute by a Children and Families Program advisor. 

 
b. Courses chosen from among the following (or substitutes with written approval of program advisor). At least 

one course from each of the three disciplines must be elected. 
 

ANTHROPOLOGY: 275, 340, 345, 406, 409*, 415*, 420, 421*, 425*, 455, 482* 
 
PSYCHOLOGY:  275, 300*, 315*, 320*, 321*, 322*, 363, 370, 375, 404*, 405*, 407, 412, 415, 
440, 442* 
    444, 450*, 461, 465, 472 
 
SOCIOLOGY:  201, 275, 350*, 382*, 383, 403*, 411, 422, 423*, 426, 430, 435, 436, 443*, 445, 
446,  
    447, 449, 454, 456, 457, 458, 460, 465, 469, 477*, 478*, 482* 
 
*May also be used to satisfy a upper level distribution requirement in Human Development, Cultural  
  Diversity, or Child Welfare. 

   
  Note: A minimum of 9 upper level hours (300+) earned at UM-D required in Behavioral Studies (Area  
  II). 
 
 ELECTIVE AREA (Area III) 
 
 Select from the following list with approval of the advisor. 
 
  Anthropology    English    Political Science 
  Business     French    Psychology 
  Communication    German    Social Studies 
  Computer Information Science  Health and Policy Studies Sociology 
  Education      Mathematics   Spanish 
     (highly recommended)   Natural Science   Women’s Studies 
 
  Note: Course numbers and offerings may have changed, please consult your faculty advisor regarding updated  
  course numbers. 


